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For more than a century, Elizabeth 
General Hospital School of  Nursing 
has attracted and trained nurses of  
distinction who have served in 
Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey, 
the US and elsewhere throughout the 
world. 

(Anna) Katharine Zierdt, RN, a 
graduate of  the Class of  1910, was 
one of  those outstanding nurses 
whose achievements included patient 
care, wartime service, nursing 
education and public service nursing. Miss Zierdt, front row, second from man on the right
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Born in 1882, Katharine Zierdt came 
from Hazleton, Pennsylvania to learn 
nursing at the Elizabeth General Hospital 
Training School for Nurses.   

At the time, many nurses returned to their 
communities and engaged in private duty 
nursing, but Katharine had other ideas. 

As part of  an Evangelical missionary 
group, Katharine traveled to China in 
1938 during a time of  great turmoil.  
There, she worked in Hunan province 
with other missionary groups to help bring 
Christianity to countries where it didn’t 
exist at the time.
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Katharine’s efforts to educate Chinese nurses 
were impacted by the war and turmoil all 
around her group.   

Mao-Tse Tung was trying to take over China 
and, at the same time, Japan was at war with 
China so there was constant fighting and 
conflict going on at the time. 

In this environment, missionaries from 
various groups volunteered to serve the poor 
and underprivileged, even though the 
situation was rather dangerous.

                    A great book on the topic of  what was happening in China was written by a Sister of  Charity who served in the area at the time      
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Serving in Yuanling, Hunan 
Province, Katharine became 
Principal of  the Abounding Grace 
Hospital Nursing School.  It’s 
unknown exactly how many nurses 
were trained during her tutelage or 
after her departure, but her impact 
appears to be significant.

                                                                  The first graduates of  the Abounding Grace Hospital School of  Nursing

Miss Zierdt, front and center
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Miss Zierdt kept meticulous diaries 
of  her travels and experiences, and 
upon her return to the US she spent 
many years going around and 
speaking about her experiences to 
various civic and missionary groups. 

In fact, she was listed in the Who’s 
Who in Evangelical Missions  for her 
lifetime of  service.
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The journey to learn about Katharine Zierdt’s 
work began with a plaque she donated to the 
School at the time of  her 30th Anniversary visit 
to the School of  Nursing on June 3, 1940. 

It stated, “With God Nothing Shall Be 
Impossible,” which the inscription on the back 
(below) explained was the motto of  the Chinese 
Nurses’ Association. 

This led to additional research of  our archives.
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We uncovered a single copy of  our 
Alumnae Newsletter of  1937. 

It contained a photograph of  Miss 
Zierdt, Dr. Chang and the student 
nurses at the Abounding Grace 
Hospital, along with a riveting 
account of  what was happening in 
China at the time. 

This led us to the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church Historical Society 
in Lancaster, PA, where Katharine 
donated many of  the diaries and 
papers used in this presentation.

Elizabeth General Hospital School of  Nursing



Katharine’s letter spoke of  being named a 
delegate to a larger nursing conference in 

China at the time, which these photos 
appear to document.
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We are proud to count Anna Katharine Zierdt, RN, 
as a member of  the Elizabeth General Hospital 
School of  Nursing’s distinguished alumnae.  As one 
of  the leading nursing schools in the US, we are 
proud to carry on the tradition of  excellence 
established by her and other outstanding graduates.
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