
From Humble Beginnings

The Story of Elizabeth’s First Hospital



In the period following the Civil War, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey became a major 
manufacturing hub and shipping port for 
products sent out to the rest of  the world.  
As it evolved into a City, the delivery of  
medical care became a major public health 
issue and proved to be a strain on the 
area’s physicians.   

Doctors were tasked with seeing patients at 
their offices, or by making house calls 
using a horse-drawn carriage, or traveling 
on horseback, or walking if  necessary. 

Through all kinds of  weather, doctors saw 
patients in their homes or at sites where 
people were ill or injured and too sick to be 
moved, or to travel. 

The need for a more organized way to 
provide care was acute.  A more modern 
approach was required.  Several physicians 
saw an opportunity to garner public 
support and raise the money to purchase 
and equip a hospital.  This “newfangled” 
concept quickly caught on as the public 
saw the value and felt the need.

“The Doctor” by Luke Fildes (1891)
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Left: These were a sampling of  newspaper ads at the time for “cures” offered to the public 
that many people tried, which today would considered homeopathic if  they had actual value, 
or dangerous when compared to what we know today about many of  these substances.

Above: These were some of  the things used by physicians to perform surgeries or treat patients.  Doctors 
had many different kits, which were used for specific types of  surgeries or treatments.  

MedicalAntiques.com has a fantastic collection of  surgical kits and instruments used by physicians from 
this period. 

http://medicalantiques.com
http://medicalantiques.com
http://medicalantiques.com


As the population expanded,  
another place was needed  

where patients could receive 
medical care outside the home. 

A “free dispensary,” or what  
we would probably refer to  

today as a free clinic,  
was just what was needed  
to address the problem.

Images courtesy of  Union County Historical Society, ColorantHistory.org and “History of  Elizabeth Illustrated” (1879)

http://ColorantHistory.org


James S. Green, M.D.

Dr. Green, along with other physicians 
and their families,  

lived on Westminster Avenue

Courtesy of  Elizabeth Public Library 
Local History Room



The Physician Founders Of the  
Elizabeth General Hospital and Dispensary

James S. Green, A.M, M.D. Alonzo Pettit, A.B, M.D. J. Otis Pinneo, M.D. Thomas N. McLean, M.D.



Source: www.Wikipedia.com

In addition to Dr. Green, other 
Elizabeth General physicians 
also served as Mayor.  These 
include William A.M. Mack, 
M.D., who passed away while 
in office in 1901, and Victor 
Mravlag, M.D., who served a 
two-year term from 1909-1911 
and then five consecutive 
terms from 1913-1923 before/
after World War I. 

There is a monument on 
Elizabeth Ave. to honor Dr. 
Mack, and streets named to 
honor Dr. Mravlag and other 
streets named Green and 
Grier, after either the doctors 
or other members of  their 
prominent families for their 
contributions to Elizabeth’s 
health and growth.

Our Doctors Were Mayors, Too!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor_of_Elizabeth,_New_Jersey


Interesting Coincidence?  

The original Dispensary was just 
up the block from the present 
location of  the Trinitas School of  
Nursing on West Jersey St. 

It was also within walking 
distance of  the train station for 
greater public access to medical 
care.

Elizabeth Daily Journal, April 17, 1877
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Just a few weeks after the “Free Dispensary for the Treatment of  Surgical 
Diseases of  the Poor” was announced, a State law was enacted to provide for the  
“…incorporation of  Associations for the erection and maintenance of  Hospitals, 
Infirmaries, Orphanages, Asylums and other charitable institutions.”   

By October 17, 1879, Elizabeth General Hospital and Dispensary was 
incorporated and a search for a larger facility was already underway.



Above: Surgery being performed in the Surgical 
Pavilion (shown in the lower right corner of  the photo 
on the left) that was built and equipped to perform 
surgery in a separate setting from the hospital proper. 

The property on Jaques St. was purchased* on April 16, 1880
Related Facts:

Circa 1882

The treatment of  patients began later that same year on November 15, 1880
The property appears as 18-20 Jaques St. in one piece of  research, and this Sanborn map 
from 1889 shows the property may have included lots from 12-20 or 14-20 Jaques St.

*

Below: The 1889 “Sanborn Map” shows 
that a small laundry building was also 
added over the years as the need arose.



The property, located at 18-20 Jaques St., between East Jersey St. and Elizabeth Ave., was purchased for $3,200 
and converted from a residence to medical use.  It was sometimes referred to as “Jaques Folly,” because it was 

thought at the time that the arrangement of  rooms was fine for a home but not suited for use as a hospital.
As time went on, this facility was also too small to handle the demand and a committee was formed to find 
and secure a location for a new hospital and help raise the money needed for such a significant endeavor.  



The Director’s Office, 1890

Even though the public was enthusiastic 
about the idea of  building a new hospital, 
raising the funds was, and continues to be, 
an ongoing challenge. 

It takes a massive amount of  time to plan, 
organize and raise the money for large-scale 
projects like hospitals.  Many of  the 
challenges that existed then still continue 
today, like building facilities, expanding or 
creating programs, and offering new 
services. 
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Most of  the religious and civic groups were involved in the 
effort to raise funds for the new hospital.



Fundraising was incredibly important to provide funding, demonstrate public support and get 
everyone into the spirit of  donating to “their hospital.”  Many people referred to Elizabeth 

General Hospital as “City Hospital,” which we also found imprinted on a postcard from the era.



Lebbeus B. Miller  
was a senior executive with the  

Singer Sewing Machine Company

Calvin B. Orcutt  
headed the  

Newport News Shipbuilding Company

Mr. Miller and Mr. Orcutt also acquired properties related to the hospital, like Nurse’s Homes* on Spring St., and later on 
Reid St., and they helped oversee the finances and management of  the institution as it grew in size and stature.  

Calvin B. Orcutt 
Image courtesy of  ColorantHistory.org 
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* The first Nurse’s Home was located at 13 Spring St., which was close to Elizabeth Avenue. As the need for nurses grew, the former “Baremore Mansion,” 
at the corner of  Spring St. and East Jersey St., became the new quarters for Elizabeth General’s nurses, many of  whom provided home care.

Factoids: What remains of  Spring St. today feeds into Routes 1 and 9 at East Jersey St.   
On the other side of  the road is West Mravlag Place, named for Mayor and esteemed Dr. Victor Mravlag!

http://coloranthistory.org


The Grand Result: A New Hospital! 
It took a major effort on the part of  the public to raise the rest 
of  the monies that were needed to purchase the property and 
build the new Elizabeth General Hospital and Dispensary.   

In those days, everyone’s contributions were recognized, from 
those who gave thousands of  dollars to those who donated .25 
cents.  It was truly an example of  a community coming 
together for the common good, on their own, to create 
something for everyone to use. 

Due to the success of  this effort, groundbreaking could 
commence and construction could be completed.   

Elizabeth would soon have its own hospital!

Left: The people in the Elizabeth Daily Journal article include important historical figures of  the time 
including Alfred Corning Clark, A.B. Campbell, William J. Magie,  J.H. Alexander, R.V. Lindabury, 
William H. Corbin and others. Companies like Singer Sewing Machine Co. and the Central Railroad Co. 
of  New Jersey were also involved in the effort, along with Mayor Rankin.

“The Daisy Ward”
Every week, children who 

contributed money to help fund  
the “Daisy Bed” had their  

names published in the  
Elizabeth Daily Journal. 

The idea expanded into the 
 “Daisy Ward,” a children’s ward in 

Elizabeth General Hospital that  
was dedicated to, and partially 

funded by, the children of  Elizabeth. 

The idea was started by  
Eliza Gracie Halsey,  

who was for many years a  
staunch supporter of  the hospital.   

Her letter in the Elizabeth Daily 
Journal started a campaign that 

continued on for many, many years.



The “Blizzard of  1888” was particularly harsh and 
showed how people had to endure difficult 

conditions at the time.

Image courtesy of  Union County Historical Society

The Elizabeth General Hospital and Dispensary 
on Jaques St. was open for patients between 

1880-1894, when the new hospital opened on 
the corner of  East Jersey St. and Reid St.



Opened april 26, 1894



1903 Sanborn Map

Reid St.

E. Jersey St.





Inside “the Blake”

Main Corridor

Gynaecological 
Ward

The Blake Memorial 
Hospital For Women 

was dedicated on 
April 28, 1894



Eliza Gracie (King) Halsey was the 
grandmother of  Admiral William Halsey, an 
US Navy Admiral who played an important 
role in World War II.  

She was also a descendant of  Rufus King, a 
signer of  the US Constitution!

eliza gracie halsey

An Early View of  the Daisy Ward

Her important work helped 
establish the “Daisy Ward” at 
Elizabeth General Hospital, and 
her family’s contributions to the 
people of  Elizabeth, particularly 
its children, was immense.

Courtesy King Manor Museum

Interesting Facts 



Over the years, buildings were replaced



The campus was expanded



and expanded



and grew again with the acquisition of  the assets of  Alexian Brothers Hospital



and consolidated with St. Elizabeth Hospital to form Trinitas Hospital in 2000



Thousands of  nurses were trained and graduated (now twice a year)



Teams of  professionals delivered compassionate care



The fundraising 
continued…  

(and continues today)



As people remember our humble beginnings…



A Wreath-Laying Ceremony Commemorating  
Dr. James S. Green’s accomplishments on  

the 100th Anniversary of  
Elizabeth General’s incorporation (1879-1979)

That Started With One Man’s Vision

To Establish A Hospital In Elizabeth, NJ



Created by  

the  
Elizabethtown 

Healthcare Foundation 

Elizabeth, NJ 

www.ElizabethtownHF.org

http://www.ElizabethtownHF.org
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